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* Lancaſter, March 255 1787. 


AM very glad to ſee that you are 
determined to proceed in bringing for- 
ward your promiſed ſcheme for better re- 
gulating the great concern of the poor. 
J had read your Heads of a Bill, &c. with 
great attention, and great pleaſure. I am 
a little converſant with the Poor Laws, 
both in the letter and the execution, and 
could diſcern how your new plan was 
meant to apply but 1 believe that this 
. was not ſo diſtinguiſhable to perſons un- 
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acquainted with both; and the ſtarch 


parliamentary form of that pamphlet was 
not likely to engage negligent uninformed 
readers, even though deſirous of infor- 
mation. If your plan has been miſappre- 
hended, and miſrepreſented, it muſt be 
aſcribed to this. I was, therefore, re- 
Joiced when I ſaw your new pamphlet in- 
titled, Conſiderations on the intended Bill, 
&c. You ſeem there to have ſupplied 

every thing that was wanting in your 
former ; you have there. laid open the pre- 
ſent defects of our ſyſtem for the poor, 
and have eſtabliſhed your intended reform 
upon grounds of argument and experi- 
ence, ſo clearly, and fo forcibly, that no 
one can any longer doubt, but your's is 
the plan which, can alone be adopted 


with ſafety, and with tolerable ſeeurity of 


ucceſs. 


Tuouon we all feel the b burthen 
of the poor, I am aſtoniſhed to learn from 


you, that the rates have increaſed half a 
million 
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million within theſe nine years. While 
we ſee a growing burthen like this, and 
the evils which ought to be wholly re- 
moved by it, increaſing in the ſame pro- 
portion, it is time the legiſlature was im- 

preſſed with a thorough ſenſe of the grie- 

vance; after which they cannot heſitate 
in correcting it by ſome legiſlative regula» 
tion. The public are infinitely indebted 
to you 'for your benevolence, activity, and 0 
perſeverance, in endeavouring to attain an 
object ſo ardently to be wiſhed; and I 
truſt, we ſhall have the ſatisfaction, this 
ſeſſion, of ſeeing your patriotic deligg 
carried into effect. 


Wuar recommends your plan to me, 
and what ought to recommend it to every 
lover of our laws and conſtitution, is, that 
it is no project, built on the conceit of the 
inventor, novel and untried; the conſe- 
quences of which are not eaſily ſeen, or 
conjectured; but a reform of the law, dic- 
tated by the law itſelf, and warranted by 
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actual experience. It is true, you have 
introduced theſe under new appellations. 
County Committees, Diſtrict Committees, 
and Diſtrict Agent, are novelties in name; 
but they are the ſame as are called 
in various places, Guardians of the Poor, 
Directors of the Poor, and the like; and 
I confeſs myſelf, I ſhould have preferred 
theſe latter terms to thoſe you have choſen, 
I would have called the County Com- 


_ mittee, the County Guardians of the Poor ; 


the Diſtrict Committee, the Difri# Guar « 
drans of the Poor. I would then call the 
Diſtrict Agent, the Dzri# Overſeer + this 
term would truly expreſs the office of the 


man who is to overſee the Poor in the 
whole Diſtrict; and this would exactly 


agree not only with our modern notion of 


Overſeers of the Poor, but with the ori- 


ginal one, to which you allude in your 


Confiderations, SC. when it was applied 
to an officer who had a ſort of ſuperin- 
tendance over the Collectors. As to the 
officers, you call Overſeers in your plan, of 


which 


{851 


which there is to be one in each pariſh, or 

perhaps one to two or three pariſhes, I 

would call them Pariſh Overſeers, to di- 

ſtinguiſh them from the Diſtrict Overſeer $ 

or, perhaps, Agents to the Diſtrict Over- 

ſeer ; or, to come nearer to the ancient idea 

before alluded to, they might be termed 1 
merely Collectors. 5 


WHATEVER names are given to the 
perſons who fill the ſeveral departments to 
which you have aſſigned them, the office 
they are to diſcharge, and the co- opera- 
tion and dependence that is to ſubſiſt be- 
tween them, promiſe the beſt effects in 
the management of the poor, becauſe we 
have ſeen inſtitutions of a ſimilar nature 


5 produce like effects in various parts of the 
I kingdom. The proportion in which the 
4 poor-rates in the incorporated Hun- 

dreds in Norfolk and Suffolk, and in the 
united pariſhes of the town of Shrewſbury, 
appear from your pamphlet to be lowered, 

9 „ | when 
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when compared with thoſe of the neigh- 
bouring pariſhes, is what ought to ſatisfy 
every one, that your ſcheme is founded 
upon juſt principles, | 


NoTw1THSTANDING the juſt grounds 
upon which your ſcheme is founded, there 
are to this, as to every other propoſition of 


a public nature, perſons who raiſe objec- 
tions, from various motives, and to an- 
{wer different purpoſes, 


An occafion to objection has been, un- 
deſignedly, furniſhed by gentlemen who 
labor in the ſame public work with your- 
ſelf. Among the moſt reſpectable of thoſe 
who have made public any ſcheme of re- 
form, is Mr. AcLanpD, whoſe pamphlet 
does him great honor, as a man and a ci- 
tizen. But with all the merit his propoſal 
is intitled to, 1t ſurely is greatly miſunder- 
ſtood by thoſe who place it in competition 
with your's, as if the two plans were direc 
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ted at the ſame object, and the adoption : 


of the one would render the other per- 
fectly unneceſſary. 


Ms. AcLAnD propoſes to extend the 


principle and deſign of thoſe rreEnDLY 


SOCIETIES and CLUBS, that are well known 


in trading towns, and in moſt parts of the 


kingdom. Inſtead of voluntary inſtitutions, 
that may be deſtroyed, at any time, by the 


caprice or indiſcretion of the members; 


it is propoſed by him that a parliamentary 
ſanction ſhould be obtained, making ſuch 


eſtabliſhments general throughout the king- 


dom, and giving a degree of ſtability to 
them, by adding certain reſtrictions, and 
compulſions, that would at once ſecure the 


regularity of contributions, and the due 


application of the funds to the purpoſes of 


their inſtitution. The detail of this 


ſcheme is entered into very minutely, and 


credit may be given to the calculations of 


Mr. Acland and his correſpondent Dr. 
Price, 
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Price, for the conſequences that ul 
follow from the data on which they reſt. 
A multitude, no doubt, would be intitled 
to, and would receive temporary relief 
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from ſuch fund; and the poor rates 
might, poſſibly, be eaſed of much of the 
burthen that they are now obliged to bear 


— GS 
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alone. 


III IL make no queſtion on the practica- 
bility of this ſcheme; nor will I expreſs any 
doubt, wheher the lower claſs of people 
would like to part with their two-pences, 

| when they were called upon by parlia- 


ment ſo to do; for I mean not to raiſe 
objections to this very ingenious propoſal. 
But I would beg to aſk, What does all this 
promiſe towards removing the grievance 
complained of? The Overſeers are ſtill to 
make the rates; They are ſtill to direct the 
application of the money; tbey are to 
have the management of the poor ; they 
are to be 9 annually ; the fame in- 
* * 


ability and inexperience, the ſame waſte 
and miſmanagement is to continue; the 
ſame formal and ridiculous method of paſ- 
ing pariſh accounts before a Juſtice is 
ſtill to be the only ſecurity for a due per- 
formance of pariſh truſts, where two mil- 
lions of money, and hundreds of thouſands 
of poor perſons, are the objects of thoſe 
truſts. All theſe grievances will continue ; 


and will, as before, go on to increaſe, ill 
Mr. Acland's ſcheme ſhall produce, if it 
ever does, the effect ſo confidently pre- 
dicted by its promotion. | 


Ir ſeems, therefore, not the ſafeſt nor 
the ſhorteſt way of correcting the abuſes 
in the preſent ſyſtem of poor laws, to erect - 
another ſcheme, which propoſes nothing 
elſe. but to prevent the occaſion ' of de- 
manding relief of the pariſh ; and if ſuch 
new ſcheme, beſides the objection of no- 
velty, ſhould be at all queſtionable in its 
ſuppoſed conſequenges and effects, it 
8 O * would +: 
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Sl be, to the laſt degree, unwiſe and 
impolitic to adopt it. Money would then 
be drawn out of the pockets of individuals 
by two demands, inſtead of one; the 
pariſh plan and the contributory plan, with 
all their diſtin& machinery, would be go- 
ing on together, and call for double at- 
tention; all the miſcarriages attendant 
upon each ſcheme would be multiplied ; 
waſte, miſmanagement, and abuſes would 
be operating with twofold l every 
hour. 


Bur I am rather diſpoſed not to augur 

ill of Mr. Acland' s plan; and it is upon 
the ſuppoſition of its being practicable, 

and likely to anſwer its deſign, that I ſtill 

contend it is not to be placed in compe- 
tition with your's, which goes at once to 

the evil complained of, and propoſes to 

eradicate it root and branch. When you 

have transferred the regulation and ma- 
nagement of the poor from thoſe unfaith- a 


ful ſtewards the preſent Overſeers, into 
* * | | the bY 
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the hands of gentlemen of fortune and 


character in your Diſtrict Committee, and 
into thoſe of the Diſtrict Agent, and Over- 


ſeers appointed by the Diſtrict Committee; 
men of ability who are paid for their ſer- 
vices, and will be paid no longer than they 
perform them; when you have declared 
by law that the poor-rate ſhall never ex- 


ceed its preſent level; and hen a plan of 


economy and good government is eſta. 


bliſhed in the concern of the poor, which, 
to a demonſtration, will immediately re- 


duce it; when all theſe objects, which 


ſtand foremoſt in every man's mind who 


thinks on this ſubject, are firſt ſecured 
by a plan ſo obvious and practicable as 
experience has ſhewn your's to be; then 


we may be at leiſure to make an experi- 


ment of Mr. Acland's ſcheme; it will be 
equally uſeful and effective then, as it can 
be now; and whether it fails or ſuc- 
ceeds, there will always be the ſatisfaction 
to reflect, that the reformation was begun 
in the right place. Mr. Acland's plan 


. 
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may come in aid of your's, but never can 
be a ſubſtitute for it. The promotion of 
Friend y Sccieties ap pears by your Heads of 
a Bill, Sc. to have been in your contem- 
plation ; you ſeem to place great hope in 
theſe, and in charitable donations, as auxi- 
liary to the poor-rate. Mr. Acland's im- 
provement on the former cannot fail of 


. 


being greatly approved by you. 


1 $HOULD think theſe conſiderations 
- will weigh with gentlemen, who hear the 
ſcheme of Friendly Societies oppoſed to 
; your's, as a more probable plan for the 

better relief and employment of the Poor. 


; Bur there are opponents who are not. 
to be convinced by arguments or by facts. 
It has become a faſhion for Juſtices of the 
Peace to hold meetings, and come to Re ſo - 
lutions upon matters depending in parlia- 
ment: theſe Reſolutions generally contain 
ſomething complimentary on the dig- 
„ | . 
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nity and charnvir of a Juſtice, and are 
ſent forth into the world in print, with 
the name of ſome Juſtice ſubſcribed. 
There is a perſuaſion that what is promul- 
gated from ſuclrauthority deſerves attention; 
and indeed no attention could otherwiſe 
be paid to this ſort of publications. They 
are diſtinguiſhed from all others by a cer 

tain aſſumed importance, and a peculiar 5 
ſterility of matter, that is not uncharac- 
teriſtic of the bench of magiſtrates. I 
remember it was once boldly ſaid by a 
famous lawyer, that he would regard the 
Reſolutions of the Houſe of Commons 
no more than the Reſolutions of ſo many 
drunken porters. I do not pretend to ſay 
how juſt this animadverfion might be; but 
I ſhould be curious to know, what the 
fame learned Speaker would have faid, if he 
had been called upon to paſs an encomi- 
um on the Reſolutions that ſometimes 
are formed and publiſhed with ſo much 
formality * A of the Peace. 
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15 FIND, fir, the Magiltrates at Wale. 
field i in Yorkſhire® have been playing off 


* 


this game upon your intended reform. 
Certain printed regulations, dated Feb. 2, 
1787, ſigned H. Zouch, Chairman, are 
levelled wholly at your bill. Among 
e appears one Reſolution reſpec- 


. Wax ETIEI D, February 2, 1787. 
> 68 * a reſpeRtable meeting of Juſtices of the Peace, 
Clergy, Gentlemen, and qthers, held here this day, for. 
the purpoſe of taking into conſideration Mr. Gir 
BEET'S intended Bill reſpecting the Poor Laws, 
It is unanimouſly Reſolved, 5 

Tur this plan of Mr. GIL BERT is projected upon 
ſo large and com . a e. as to defeat its own 
purpoſe, _ k - 

Trar the en load of buſineſs which is to be 
impoſed v pon ſo many individuals, and who are compella= 
ble, under certain penalties, to undertake it, cannot poſ- 
| fibly be endured, | | | 

T rar. it will prove bighly oppreſive upon ho poor, 
ho are the objeAs of it. 

Tur Juſtices of the Peace, in matters relative to 
the poor, will be hereby rendered the mere Miniſters of 
Office, to levy penalties and forfeitures, or to preſide at 
a ballot. | 

Trart' ſo far fromk preventing Albus between pa- 
riſhes; it may be productive of endleſs litigation, 

N | | Traar 


1 
ting the good old cauſe of the magiſtracy, 
the ſupport of which is the principle 
that alone inſpires them with any dili- 
gence or activity. Reſolved, that the. 


Ta the immediate and conſequential expences 
thereof will amount to an enormous ſum, a ſum beyond 
any idea of reaſonable computation. 

Trar the whole ſyſtem of the Poor Laws will . 
ſhaken to its very foundation, becauſe not leſs than thirty 
Acts of Parliament muſt be reviſed or repealed, and 
moſt of them founded on the good old law of Duten Rli- 
| zabeth, of which that eminent Judge Sir William Black- 
one ſpeaks in the follow ing ſtrong and decided terms: 

& A plan was formed in the reign of Queen Ellza- 
1% beth, more humane and beneficial than even feeding 
« and eloathing of millions, by affording the poor means 
« (with proper induſtry) to feed and cloath themſelves,” 
«« And the further any ſubſequent plans for maintaining 
te the poor have departed from this inſtitution, the more | 
*« impracticable, and even pernicious, their e ats 
cc zempts have proved.“ 
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Reſolved therefore, Tuar the Reſolutions come to by 
this meeting, be ſent to the Members for this County; 
and that they be deſired to uſe their beſt endeavours to 
prevent the paſſing of Mr. GIL BER T's Bill into a law; 
and that ſuch Reſolutions be alſo tranſmitted to the Mem- 
bers for the City of York, and the Boroughs within the 
County, and to ſuch other Members of the Houſe of 
Commons as "ms Chairman may think proper. 
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Fuſtices of the Peace, in matters relative to 
the poor, will be hereby rendered the mere 
| MINISTERS of Office, to levy penalties and 
forfeitures, or to prefide at a BALLOT. It 
is aſtoniſhing that Mr. Zouch and his 
aſſociates ſhould believe this ſuppoſed con- 
ſequence of your ſcheme would not be 
hughed at by all ſerious perſons, not taint- 
ed with the infatuation of a ſet of Coun- 
. try Juſtices; for if this conſequence 
ſhould really follow, there would not be 
much charge in the law, nor much degra- 
dation in the magiſtracy. Mr. Zouch is 
very unfit for bis office, if he does not 
know, that, in the preſent ſtate of things, 


Txrar the Chairman be empowered to call a General 
Meeting of the Gentlemen, Clergy, Freeholders, and 
Inhabitants of the Weſt-Riding of Yorkſhire, whenever 
in his opinion it ſhall be neceſſary to take Mr. G1I- 
'BERT $ Bill into further conſideration. | 


Tua the thanks of the meeting be en to be 
Chateman, 


H. ZOUCH, 8 
a juſtice 


* 
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a juſtice acts only miniſterially in the two 
moſt important concerns of the poor, the 
ſigning the rate, and the allowing the 
overſeers account. As to the preſiding at 
a ballot, many a better man than any 
acting magiſtrate at Wakefield, continu- 
ally performs that office; and it is well 
known that a Juſtice is very often leſs uſe- 
fully employed. 


Ix ſhott, fir, I am nauſeated with the 
repetitions we have on all theſe occaſions, 


of the dignity and importance of Juſtices of 
the Peace. Theſe are held forth as the end 


and conſummation of our police and our 


laws; as if the conſtitution was made for 
Juſtices, and not Juſtices for the conſtitu- 
tion. When it was in agitation to make are- 
form in the police of the metropolis, it was 
predicted that the Juſtices would be 
againſt it; and this prediction was accu- 
rately accompliſhed: the Juſtices came to 


reſolutions reſpecting their own importance 
| He and 
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and dignity; and they imagined theſe were 


infinitely more ſacred than the public 
peace, and the ſafety and quiet of the ſub- 


Wur we hear fo much about the im- 
portance and dignity of office, it is natural 
to conclade, that there is very little of ei- 
ther in the perſon who fills it ; and that 
there may be ſome ſuſpicion that even the 


office does not uſually enjoy its due ſhare 
of both. This is nearly the preſent ſtate 
of this once reſpectable magiſtracy ; the 
office 1s fallen into diſrepute : if it is any 
where reſpected, the reſpect is ſhewn to 
the perſon who happens to fill it. There 
is even a ſhyneſs about undertaking it, 
among gentlemen of character and reſpec- 


tability ; and it is very rare, indeed, that 


a perſon talks proudly of this office, if he 
has any thing elſe to be proud of. | 


Bur the importance and dignity of the 


office is not the only, nor the true cauſe that 


makes 
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makes Juſtices of Peace ſo alert on theſe 
occaſions. If the King's Commiſſion con- 
ferred nothing but honour, it would be 
regarded only as a piece of parchment with 
a ſeal dangling to it. In the affairs of the 
Poor, the Juſtices are ſomewhat more 
than mere miniſters of office ; they derive a 
| conſiderable fund from thence : ſum- 
monſes, warrants, orders, the paſſing of 
vagrants, the removal of paupers, &c. 
furniſh a handſome revenue to a Juſtice 
in a populous manufacturing town, and 
make him feel very eaſy under the bur- 


then of poor-rates, which his neighbours 


ſhare with him, without any ſhare of this 


conſolation, It is, therefore, the profit 
and not the Honour of the magiſtracy that 
is meant in theſe ſolemn appeals ; and we 
find, accordingly, that thoſe who receive no 
part of the former, are, in general, very 
indifferent about the latter. 


Tr is-not, therefore, at all to be won- 
dered at, that you have already met with 
JEST D 2 op- 
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- -oppoſition from the Juſtices of the Peace. 
If you preach down Diana of the Ephe- 
ſians, you muſt expect Demetrius and the 
Craftſmen, who make filver ſhrines for 
her, will raiſe a clamour, and cabal 
in favour of the goddeſs, by whom they 
live. Vou ought ſtill to perſevere, truſt- 
ing in the goodneſs of your cauſe, and 


the ſupport truth will always find with 


thoſe who have no intereſt to ſuppreſs or 
withſtand it. 


] MEAN no reflection on Mr. Zouch, 
whom 4 only know by his printed name 
at the foot of theſe Reſolutions; much 
leſs on Mr. Bailey of Mancheſter, who 
ſays, he is an acting Juſtice in that popu- 
lous town, and who has figned his name 
to ſeveral letters againſt your plan in the 
Morning Chronicle. It is individuals, and 
not the body, that I blame; and Iam very 
ready to admit thoſe gentlemen are of a 
very different deſcription from the Juſtices | 
3 | I mean, 


* 
1 

I mean. It happens, that they have both 

put themſelves in fituations, which make 


it neceſſary. for me to recur to their names 
on the preſent occafion. | 


I canxorT, however, help obſerving, that 
Mr. Zouch and hisaffociates ſeem perverted 
both in their underſtanding and will, To 
| ſupport the good old cauſe of magiſtracy, 
they are anxious to eſtabliſh the credit of 
the good old law (as they term it) of Queen 
Elizabeth; meaning the Stat. 43. Eliz. 
In this attempt they are pleaſed to vouch 
the authority of Mr. Juſtice Blackſtone, 
and they adduce a paflage containing a very 
high encomium on the plan formed in the 
reign of Queen Elizabeth, But | they are 
miſtaken. in ſuppoſing the learned Judge 
meant here to extol their favorite Statute 


_ -43-Eliz- This commendation is ſo general, 
as to apply equally to the other ſtatutes of 
Queen Elizabeth which preceded this of 

$1 the 43d, and had the ſame beneficial ob- 
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ject in view which the learned Judge 
means to applaud, tho' they | purſued jt 
by ſomewhat different means; one of 
which is alluded to in your pamphlet, and 
adopted in your plan. However, with- 
out putting this conſtruction on the paſ- 
fage, and allowing it all its weight as a 
Panegyric on Stat. 43. Eliz. theſe gen- 
tlemen judged very ill in placing this ex- 
tract in ſo conſpicuous a part of their Reſo- 
lutions, as to look like the unanſwerable 


authority upon which they meant to reſt 
their whole proceeding. 


IN truth, this ſplendid patch, tho' an 
ornament to the Wakefield Reſolutions, is 
far from ſuch to the learned author from 


whom it is taken. It is a flouriſhing paſ- 
ſage, in the curſory hiſtorical view of the 
law, in the laſt chapter of the Commep- 
taries, where it. was the writer's buſineſs 
to be ſhort, encomiaſtic, and general and 
it is not preciſely the place where any one 
| who 


C3 1 
vis wanted this learned Judge $ opinion 
as a lawyer, would look for it. A fincere 


enquirer after truth would turn to that 
chapter in the firſt book of the Commen- 


taries, where the preſent ſyſtem of poor 


laws is amply diſcuſſed through all its 


branches. There he would find the fol- 
lowing paſſages, which would not an- 


ſer the purpoſe of the Yorkſhire Juſ- 
tices, but are moſt expreſsly, fir, in favor 
of your plan. The author there declares it 
« a defect in the Statute of Elizabeth, 
« that the management of the poor was 
« confined to ſmall parochial Diſtricts, 
« which are frequently incapable of fur- 
« niſhing proper work, or providing an 


* 


* 


able director. — He complains of the 
ſubdiviſion of pariſhes. Ie reprobates 
the whole law of ſettlements, and the 
removals of paupers. '—He ſays, “ that, 
« notwithſtanding the pains that have been 
taken about the poor laws, they {till 
remain very imperfect, and inadequate 
« to 


* 


c 


« 


* 


_ 
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t to the purpoſes they were deſigned for. 
—He ſays, that the ſcheme of the Stat. 
* 43. Eliz. has been departed from.” — 
He complains, ** that ſtock is not pro- 
* vided for the poor to work up at home, 
© but that they are crouded in a common 
% workhouſe, which was not the deſign 
« of the Stat. 43. Eliz.” (See Bla. Com. 
book 1. ch. . at the latter end.) 


So that if Blackſtone is to be the au- 
thority, Mr. Zouch and his affociates 
are doubly wrong ; for he does not give 
intire applauſe to Stat. 43. Eliz. but 
thinks it faulty in one reſpect; and he 
complains, that the part which deſerves 
praiſe is now abrogated, or wholly aban- 
doned ; and I with no better authority to 
ſhew that Mr. Zouch and his aſſociates 


are defending a cauſe that is indefenſi- 
; 4 
ble. | * 


IT is predicted in theſe Reſolutions, that 


the great weight of buſineſs which you 
throw 


E £3 
throw on your Committees, cannot be en- 
dure. I = forry td hear fuck 4 feeling 


deeharation from * magiſtrates, who 
mittee are to fit once a a quarter 7 the Di 
tri Committee once a month, But there 
is a circumſtance which may make even 
this attendance burthenſome in the eyes 
of ſome ; that is, — they are not to receive 
any compenſation or emolument. To 
theſe objections I anſwer thus: J T hat per- 
ſons who look for emolument are not the 
reſpeBtable - gentlemen of fortune; and that 
_ thoſe. who grudge their trouble and time ; 
are not the patriotic, independent gentlemen, 
of whom it ſtems the Diſtrict andi County 
Committees are meant to conſiſt. Your 
plan ſeems to be built on the well- founded 
ſuppoſition, that there is ſufficient of pub- 
lie ſpirit among gentlemen of fortune and 
| independenee,” to ineite them to ſtand 
forth, and reſeue themſelves from the 
> Hands of Overſeers, I verily believe, that 
N this 
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this expectation will be fully anſwered. 
The unwillingneſs that has long prevailed 
among gentlemen of fortune to engage 
in parochial offices, is not to be aſcribed 
to unconcern or indolence ; it was becauſe 
very little good could be done by the 
exertion of a few well- diſpoſed. indivi- 
duals : they might have inferior perſons 
for their colleagues in office ; they might 
be ſucceeded, at the end of a year by per- 
ſons who would ſtudiouſly undo all that 
had been begun in the way of reforma- 
tion. In pariſhes that were democratical, 

as moſt of them are, there have generally 


been combinations to embarraſs and diſ- 


guſt gentlemen, who have been led by 
public ſpirit to take upon them offices, 
that are generally filled and ardently . 
br by * tradeſmen. 


1 1 HESE and the like reaſogs are ſufficient 
to account for the reluctance in gentlemen 
to undertake n oldets, on the pre- 
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ſent ſyſtem; but I will never be perſuaded, 
till the experiment has been inade, that 
when a ſyſtem is framed by the legiſlature, 
which calls for the united abilities, atten- 
tion, and public ſpirit of noblemen and 
gentlemen of fortune to carry it into exe 
cution, for the benefit of their ſeveral 
counties, the pariſhes where they reſide, 
their neighbours, their tenants, and them- 
ſelves, beſides the great good they will be 
doing to the poor; I fay, 1 never will be 
lieve, till I ſee it, that your ſcheme will 
fail for want of proper attention in thoſe 
15 who conſtitute your County and Diſtrict 
Committees. Should the apprehenſion of 
this trouble prevent the legiſlature from 
- concurring in paſſing the bill, I can only 
ſay, we muſt bear our poor-rates without 
murmur, and view. the beggary and va- 
grancy that infeſts us every. where, with- 
out indignation, for it is the price we e pay 
for our own eaſe 1 inactivity. 
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Tux following objections, I confeſs, I 
do not quite underſtand. The Wakefield 
Juſtices expreſs an apprehevſion, that. 
your ſcheme will be oppreſſive to the poor; 
that, inſtead of preyenting diſputes be-, 
tween pariſhes, it will produce endleſs 
litigation and that it will lead to ex- 
pences beyond any idea of reaſonable com- 
putation. All theſe dreadful conſequences: 
I decline ſaying any thing upon, becauſe. 
I either do not fee, or do not underſtand 
them; I can, therefore, only an ſwer their 
bare affirmative with a bare negative, viz. 
that ſuch conſequences will not be pro- 
* duced by Mr. Gilbert's plan.“ 


; 
a 12 


3 Tu us much of the meeting at Wake 

field, and of what I have to ſay on it; 
which ſhall cloſe, as that did, with my 
thanks to the Chairman, Mr. Zouch— 
for cauſing the Reſolutions to be printed 
and publiſhed ; for tho' they may have 
done ſome little harm, by putting nonſenſe 


into the heads of thoſe who are more 
ealily 


4 9 7 
eaſily ſwayed by authority than ioſtructed 
by argument, yet they have made us eaſy, 
who entertained a ſuſpicion that the act- 
iog magiſtrates at Wakefield had ſome un 
derſtanding; and were accordingly inclined. 
to believe, that their public Reſolutions on 
a matter of great national importance 
could not be wholly void of ſound rea- 4 
ſon, confiſteney, and good. ſenſe. 5 


| Your other adverſary, Mr. Bailey, who. 

| ſometimes appears in the Morning Chroni-. 

cle, may pals without much obſervation 

from me: he has been met on his own. | 
ground, I mean in a Morning Paper, by 

a correſpondent, who ſeems very able to 

deal with him. I ſhall only remark, that 
it is very unuſual for a private individual. — 
to commit his real name to a news- paper, 
as, he has, without the excuſe of any of 
thoſe motiyes, which often carry diſcreet. 

men. beyond the limits of prudence. Mr. 

Bailey is not actuated with the enterpriz- 
ing ſpirit of a reformer, who will always 
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be revered for his generolity and patri- 
otiſm, even tho he 1 is unſucceſsful i in his 
WT: projected deſign: : his part is the reſult 
of 'a cold, inert, phlegmatie habit; he 
1 chuſes rather to acquieſce i in antient abuſes 
than ſee them cotrected by any novelty, 
however promiſing and efficacious. . I 
think; in the former caſe F myſelf might - 
feel ſo fond, and ſanguine, as to publiſh 
my name, together with my notions ; but 
if 1 were ever foured by ill-humour, or 
ſo biaſſed by intereſt, as to diſlike any 
ſcheme that propoſed ſomething good, 1 
ſhould not be led ſo far as to ſign my name 
in any oppoſition to it, unleſs I could pro- 
poſe ſomething better. This Mr. Bailey 
has not done, nor given any good reaſon 
why your plan ſhould not be received; and 
therefore, in my mind, his oppoſition 
does not ſtand i in the moſt favourable light. 
In his firſt letter he gives his reaſon for 
this unuſual ſtep I give my name, to 
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* AUTHENTICITY 'of my obſervations, 
«© or the Morivzs which induce me to 
offer them to the public.” I confeſs, 
I do not fo readily ſee how a man's name 

can at once remove ſuſpicions of motives. 
Mr. Bailey is welcome to this original 
idea, as well as to the comment I have 

juſt made upon the illuſtration he meant 
to afford it on the preſent occaſion. 


ANoTHER opponent has lately ſhewn 
himſelf in the ſame paper in which Mr. 
Bailey writes, the Morning Chronicle. ; 


This gentleman does not ſign himſelf by 

his real name, but that of his office—he 
calls himſelf Overſeer. This Overſeer, 
like a good pariſh-officer, fights under co- | 
ver of Juſtice Bailey; they ſeem to be well 
aſlorted:; and I dare ſay, the Overſeer ex- | 
pects all the aſſertions and common-place 
charges in his letter, when allowed, as 
they muſt be of courſe by the Juſtice, ' — 
ſhould paſs, like bis own accounts, with- | | 
out | 
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out any further examination,upon the pub | 
lic.” But, as I have before proteſted againſt 
the preſumption of "Juſtices of Peace in 
holding forth their own importance and 
dignity, I muſt object to the teſtimony 
of an Overſeer, who maintains upon his 
own aſſertion the ſufficiency of himſelf 
and his brother- officers. This overſeer, 
as well as Mr. Zouch and his aſſociates 
the Juſtices at Wakefield, and Mr. Bai- 
2 ley the Juſtice of che Peace at Manche- 
ſter, wiſhes things juſt to remain as they 
are. The laymen are obſtinate to retain 
their good old lats; and the Clergy will 
not conſent to charge their good old 
- Mumpfimus for all the ü ine 
We l in Bagh. | 


Bor, fir, it 8 mer uiyleg refſeclion, 
that a ſcheme of reformation like yours 
ſhould have to protect itſelf againſt the 
| inſinuations and vague allegations of the 
very perſons who are the objects of re- 
formation 
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formation and correction; that when 
there is ſo notorious a defect in the Over- 
ſeers and Juſtices of Peace in what relates 
to the poor, the firſt ſymptom of hoſtility 
ſhould appear among a body of Juſtices, 
who haye already entered into a confedera- 
cy, have aſſumed a front of menace and at- 
tack, are upon the watch for the firſt mo- 
tion of the Legiſlature, when they are to 


<5 meet at their appointed rendezvous, to 
muſter their forces and ſtand in array, ar- 


med with reſolutions, quotations,” and 
| miſquotations, to oppoſe the ſenſe of the 
* Public and the votes of Parliament; that, 
Ft in the mean time, the Papers ſhould teem 
with letters from Juſtices and Overſeers, 
all calculated to ward off the approaching 
reform. When I call this a mortifying 
reflection, it is becauſe aſſurance in per- 
ſons who are to be corrected, is an inſult | 
to the underſtanding of thoſe who are to 
judge them. In another light, I think 
you ſhould rather be ſatisfied ; for the Juſ- 
, tices 
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tices and Overſeers ſeem to have none to 
ſpeak for them but themſelves. 


l uus, before I conclude, ſay a word 
upon what is thrown out in Mr. Bailey's 
laſt letter, about Great Diſtrict Work- 
houſes. He labours to ſhew the certain 
expences and uncertain benefit of ſuch 
buildings, and ſeems to take for granted 
that they make an eſſential part of your 
ſcheme. Now as I underſtand from your 
| Conſiderations, &c. you do not intend that 
large workhouſes ſhould be built in every 
Diſtrict, nor indeed any at all, unleſs oc- 
caſion ſhould call for them: you ſeem ra- 
ther to wiſh that people ſhould not be 
crowded into workhouſes, but where 
it is found impracticable to relieve 
or employ them af home. This is, 1 
think, the ſenſible way of managing the 
affairs of the poor. But it has been wholly 
abandoned of late ; though it was the po- 
licy of the Stat. 43. Eliz. and is; in fact, 
. the part, and only Pry of that AQ which 
Mr. 
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Mr. Juſtice Blackſtone and others mean 
to, applaud, when they praiſe the plan in- 
troduced in the time of Queen Eliza- 


4 


Ir I underſtand your plan, it is merely 
21 to acquire better inſtruments than the 
Overſeers, and Juſtices of the Peace, to 

aſſiſt in accompliſhing the great end of 

«|= the Stat. 43. Eliz.—the relief and em- 
ployment of the poor. Such inſtruments, 
I think, we ſhall have in your Diſtrict 
Committee, Diſtri Agent, and his aſ- 
ſiſtants, the new Overſeers: and | till 
they, or ſome other ſuch officers are ap- 
pointed, the Stat. 43. Eliz. may be ap- 
plauded, but will never be carried into 

complete effect. | 


Irin, from converſation with differ- 
ent perſons, the following objections and 
obſervations reſpecting your plan, in addi- 
tion to thoſe which are conſidered by you 
in your pamphlet, and by me in the pre- 

F 2 ſent 


ſent Letter. It is thought by ſome, that 
your County Committee is unneceſſary, 
and contributes to load the plan, without 
adding any thing to promote the general 
deftgn of it, Secondly, it is ſaid, that the 
great increaſe 'of the Poor-rates is to be 
accounted for in the ſame manner as the 
increaſe on the expences of every private 
perſon, the dearneſs of every article of | 
life. | 


As to the County Committee, I confeſs - 
I once thought ſo myſelf ; but, on view- 
ing your plan more nearly, I plainly per- 
ceived, that it is indiſpenſably neceſſary to 
have ſome ſuch appointment as that of the 
County Committee, When you throw 
together the Poor-rates of a whole Diſ- 
trict, it is to equalize the burthens of the 
pariſhes in that Diſtrict; ſor the Poor will 
then be no longer ſupported by a Pariſh,” 
but a Diſtrict afſeſsment. To carry this 
plan of equalization ſtill further, ſome- 
thing like the OT Committee muſt 
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be inſtituted. It is their buſineſs to conſi- 
der the expences of the ſeveral Diſtricts; 
and after throwing them together, to di- 
rect what ſum ſhall be levied for the whole 
County. Thus the Poor which were firſt 
changed from a Pariſh charge to a Diſtrict 
one, and maintained by a ſort of Diſtrict 


aſſeſsment, is again changed to a County 


concern, and maintained by a ſort of * 
alſeſmment. | 


_ Your plan might be extended ſtill fur- 
ther; for there might be one Committee 
for the whole Kingdom, who might equa- 
lize the aſſeſsments between all the Coun- 
ties, as your County Committee does be- 
tween all the Diſtricts in the ſame County, 
and the Diſtrict Committee between all the 
pariſhes in the ſame Diſtrict. The Poor 


would then be ſupported out of a Na- 


tional purſe, inſtead of a County purſe; and 
in proportion to this enlargement of the 
ſcheme, all partial views, which, though 
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no aer ubglting between Pariſhes, 


might ſtill prevail between Counties, would 


intirely be removed, and every man be 
relieved, where he was reduced to neceſ- 
tity 3 becauſe the whole Kingdom. would 


be but as one Pariſh, where every En- 


gliſhman bad the fame right to a ſettle- 


ment, as to the rights of a ſubject. This 
equalization of burthen ſeems to be one 
of the great hinges on which your 
ſcheme is to turn: it appears to me a 


right one, and the more it is 2 
the better. n 


As to the ſecond obſervation, I think 
you have demonſtrated, that the increaſe 
of the Poor-rates i is owing to ſome other 
cauſe than the increaſed price of all ar- 
ticles of proviſions. I take for granted 
that in the incorporated Hundreds in 
Norfolk and Suffolk, and in the neigh- 


bouring par iſhes, there is no difference in 


the 
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nal. and cloaching { whence, «4 
then, is it, that the rates have inne wy 
in the former, and increaſed in the latter? 
Certainly not from the ſame cauſe zit 
muſt be from ſome principle pervading 
the conſtitution of the one, which does 
not exiſt in the other. It is nothing but 
the ſuperintendance and cοOοmy of the 
Directors and Guardians of the Poor, op- 


poſed to the waſte and miſmanagement - 
of Pariſh-officers ;® a compariſon which 
furniſhes the great teſtimony i in pare - 
of your ſcheme. 


Uron the fabjeR of Poor-rates, I may 
alſo add, that the inhabitants of Yorkſhire 
are more eaſy than thoſe of any other 


county; which accounts for the manner 
in which the Wakefield Juſtices ſpeak of - 
this burthen: in Lancaſhire I know we 
feel it very heavy. 
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ILL now, fir, con 
ſucceſs which you are” -intitled 
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